

ADOPTED 11/10/08


Introduced by Council Members Holt, Johnson and Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2008-980-A
A RESOLUTION DECLARING JANUARY 13, 2009 TO BE “HOMESCHOOLING DAY” IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, there are approximately 2.5 million homeschooled children nationwide, and Duval County leads the way in Florida with more homeschooling families than any other county, with more than three thousand homeschooled students; and


WHEREAS, homeschooling has grown over the past two decades faster than any other type of education, including among minority families, at the rate of 5-12 percent per year, according to the National Home Education Research Institute; and


WHEREAS, homeschooled students score, on average, in the 87th percentile on standardized tests, and overwhelmingly perform at, or well-above, grade level; and 


WHEREAS, homeschoolers have recently won national spelling and geography bees; and


WHEREAS, the 2007 Heisman Trophy winner, Tim Tebow, was homeschooled in Duval County; and


WHEREAS, homeschooling parents save the Duval County School Board, and the taxpayers of the City of Jacksonville, millions of dollars every year by educating their own children; and


WHEREAS, homeschool families save taxpayers an estimated $16 billion nationwide per year, while receiving no tax credits or other governmental financial support; and


WHEREAS, homeschooled students have shown they can be counted on to be the future leaders of Duval County and this nation; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby declares that January 13, 2009 is “Homeschooling Day” in Jacksonville in the hopes that homeschooling students and their dedicated parents will be honored and commended for their hard work, sacrifice and contributions to our community

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Council Member Holt
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